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It therefore seemed to me, and the President and the Depart-
ment concurred, that in my initial address to the America-Japan
Society on returning to Tokyo, an effort should be made to get
across to the Japanese the real feeling in the United States and
the facts on which that feeling is based. The fact that I shall
merely be reporting my observations in the United States during
the past four months will lend particular force to this opportunity,
and I believe that full advantage should be taken of it. Later
speeches will not have this advantage. My thought is to present,
in as friendly a manner as possible, the points which the Department
had intended to include in its proposed but eventually abandoned
note. The America-Japan Society is about the only forum that
we possess. My speech would be fairly widely discussed and if
published at least in the Japan Advertiser would come to the attention
of a considerable element of influential Japanese both in the Govern-
ment and out of it. Any complaint that I was going to the
Japanese public over the heads of the Japanese Government
could be met by the fact that prominent Japanese have in times
past used the Society to present the Japanese point of view (cf.
Viscount Ishii's speech at the initial dinner after our arrival in
Japan in 1932) and that I can properly'claim an equal privilege.

After the speech was made, some of the 'American newspaper
correspondents were using such terms as " dumbfounded," " as-
tounded," etc., in describing the reaction of the audience. As a matter
of fact, only Thompson of the United Press was present and he
scooped all the others, who had expected the usual diplomatic plati-
tudes, but Morin of the A.P. and Hugh Byas very quickly began to
receive calls from New York for voluminous reports. The Japanese
press reacted just as I had expected, some of the papers accusing
me of arrogance, impertinence, and surprising lack of diplomatic
propriety. The general trend was that in spite of what I said, the
American people simply don't know the facts and have construed a
few unintentional " accidents " into wholesale depredations. Also
that we still don't understand the " New Order in East Asia." But
a few of the papers, notably the Tomiuri, which in the beginning had
castigated me personally for arrogance, eventually were courageous
enough to intimate in veiled language that there,might be some
merit in the American point of view and that it should be carefully
examined. Such attitudes here are generally regarded as sheer
heresy> but they showed that the inoculation was " taking."
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One of my liberal Japanese friends has told me that ever since
my "epoch-making" speech he had been discussing it with the
highest officials, notably the Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister,